Speech for the 5th World Buddhist Summit

Dear Venerables and honored guests,

Brother and sisters in the Dharma,

Today we come together to celebrate the inauguration of a new home for the Buddhadharma in the world. The Royal Grand Hall of Buddhism is a great piece of art and accomplishment which Japan can be proud about. It shows the human capacity to make dreams come true, to manifest a hidden potentiality of mankind, like a manifestation of the Pure Land, a Shangrila.

In Buddhism we find different ways to manifest the human potential. 
The Royal Grand Hall of Buddhism stands for the royalty of our own heart. Just as the Sangha of the Nembutsushu had this great capacity to build such an enormous place and temple, our heart-mind has the great capacity of liberation. 
When the wood carver looks at a solid wooden block, when the sculptor looks at a giant rock, when the gardener is looking into the uncultivated landscape, all of them have an eye for the inherent possibility which lies idle in the object. In the same way the yogi realises the inherent Buddhanature and makes it manifest.

The vast space is ungraspable. The Dharmakaya can never be totally expressed. The Bodhisattvas can only give hints and similarly great art can touch something in our heart so we ourselves can grow into living examples. The Mandala that we then create becomes a “Manifestation Body”, a Nirmanakaya. As Lord Buddha said, we are not Aryans or noble by our birth, but by the realisation of the true nature of our mind. So in the same way as we look at the Royal Grand Hall as a miracle, the cultivated mind has the capacity to manifest its innermost Siddhi or supernatural power for realising the Buddhanature. 

In the name of the Swiss Buddhists I like to thank here Most Venerable Dr. Kyuse Enshinjoh and the Sangha of Nembutsushu for making this present moment in this way possible! Let’s celebrate this present moment and enjoy our world embracing community.
As Buddhists we know well, that the world of form is impermanent and even so the Royal Grand Hall is designed for a 1000 years, the Three Kayas – the Dharmakaya, Samboghakaya and Nirmanakaya are beyond time. As we are going to make the Purifying Ceremony for the future Nalanda University, I wish from the depth of my heart that the core of Lord Buddhas teaching will be preserved for the welfare of future generations!

May all beings be free from suffering and full of peace!

May all beings be happy!

Dharmacharya Marcel Geisser
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